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attack upon Katharine by the Catholic councillors.
She herself, for, once, failed in her tact, and laid
herself open to the designs of her enemies.    She
was betrayed into a religious discussion with Henry
during one of his attacks  of illness, in the pre-
sence of Gardiner, much to the King's annoyance.
When she had retired the Bishop flattered Henry
by saying that he wondered how any one could
have the temerity to differ from him on theology,
and carried his suggestions further by saying that
such  a person  might well   oppose   him   in other
things  than opinions.     Moved by   the   hints   at
his danger, always a safe card to play with him,
the King allowed an indictment to be drawn up
against Katharine, and certain ladies of her family,
under the Six Articles.    Everything was arranged
for the   Queen*s   arrest  and   examination,  when
Wriothesley, the Lord Chancellor, a servile creature
who always   clung to the   strongest side,  seems
to  have taken fright  and divulged  the  plot  to
one of  her friends.    Katharine   was at  once in-
formed and fell ill with fright, which for a short
time deferred the arrest.   Being partially recovered
she sought the King, and when he began to talk
about   religion,  she  by her  submission and   re-
fusal to contradict his views, as those of one far
too learned for her to controvert, easily flattered
him   back into  a good humour with  her.    The
next day was fixed for carrying her to the Tower,
and again Henry determined to play a trick upon
his ministers.    Sending for his wife in the garden,
he kept her in   conversation until the hour  ap-
pointed for her  arrest.    When Wriothesley and
the   guard   approached,   the    King  turned   upon